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Editor's Note:

A note about a few of the papers in this year's journal: Jim Pierson won the Hattie Award
for 1992 with his paper, "The Journey of George Washington." Alison Taylor's paper "Encoun-
tering America" was a runner-up for the same award. Matt Theis presented "Nixon's Resignation
and Its Effects on World Politics" at the Regional Conference of Phi Alpha Theta, the Interna-
tional History Honorary, this April.

I would like to thank my staff this year for their insights, advice, and effort. I couldn't





Encountering America
by Alison Taylor

In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue. In 1992, those
admirers of Christopher Columbus still remaining In the
world may very well be as blue as the waters he once sailed.
A controversy of tremendous proportion currently rages
world-wide concerning Columbus and his role place in
history. At one time, the U.8. saw Columbus as the man
who gave birth to a continent and, in part, to the United









Edwin Mcmasters Stanton: For the Benefit of All
by Lynda Roller

Edwin Mcmastors Stanton served the Federal government
as Secretary of War from 1862 to 1868. The means by
which he acquired and maintained this position throughout
the Civil War raises the controversial issue of what
Stanton's incentives were for the actions he took. Historians
portray Stanton as a man motivated solely by self-aggran-
dizement or by altruism. However, basic human nature
holds that motives for actions and decisions are more
complex. The Civil War enabled Stanton to combine his
self-interest with his perceived national interest of the time
to the advantage of both. Stanton simultaneously acted to
advance his political eareer in the national government and
to contribute to the preservation of the Federal Union. The
short-term and long-term benefits of Stanton's actions need
to be considered in order to understand that Stanton was
driven by beth self-aggrnndizement and his loyalty to the
Union. His twofold motivation is manifested in events such
as his communication with Repubfican congressmen during
the Secession Winter of 1860-61, his role in the removal of
Simon Cameron as Secretary of War in the Lincoln
administration, and his change of political affiliation from
Democrat to Republican.

While Stanton's actual reasoning behind certain actions
is unknown, educated guesses can be made based on his
general history. Stanton's life preceeding the sectional crisis
and the Civil War was filled with ambition. As a young man
he attended Kenyon College until his family's financial
straits terminated his formal education. Stanton then served
an apprenticeship until he was able to attend the
Steubenville bar to become an attorney.1 An aspiring and
successful lawyer, he practiced in Steubenville, Ohio;
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Washington D.C.; and California.
He argued cases before the U.S. Supreme Court and earned
a national reputation? Ultimately, according toone biogra-
pher, his goal was to become a Supreme Court Justice. His
personal situation in 1860 -- age 46, financially sound, a
successful lawyer and socially secure -- placed him in a
position to satisfy any political ambitions?

Along with social status, Stanton also cultivated deep
political convictions. Stirred by Andrew Jackson's cry that
the Federal Union "mast and shall be preserved,''4 he
became a Jacksonian Democrat at age 18, intensely
dedicated to the Union? During the Nullification Crisis of

1832 Stanton supported Jackson on the tariff issue, indicat-
ing his contrariety to an attack on the Union. On the Kenyon
canapes, he led the supporters of Jackson and the Union.
This marked the beginning of his undying loyalty to the
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S n' " " ntanto s proceedings realized that Stanto had succeeded
in maintaining the national govemmenL In reference to a
dinner with Seward and Stanton, Thurlow Weed, political
confidant of Seward, stated, "It was then and there that I
learned how large a debt we owed [Stanton] before the
Rebellion began.'' 3

In the long-term, Stanton's decision to communicate
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thought, would ensure an attempt to stop the expansion of
slavery into the territories, which he believed would
jeopardize the Ultion.z

After Stanton took office as Secretary of War in 1862,
however, his opinions changed. Slavery became the primary
war issue, and emancipation emerged as a war objective?9
He recognized that slavery obstructed the attainment and
retaining of peace,s° The maintenance of the Federal Union
depended on the elimination of slavery,st For this reason,
Stanton gradually embraced the Republican policy of a
strong central government, which allowed the national
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Josephine Butler
by Julie Levengood

On January 2, 1907, the obituary notice of Mrs. Josephine
Butler apw,2red in the London Times. She was described by
a co-worker as:

an almost ideal woman; a devoted wife, exquis-
itely haman and feminine, with no touch in her of
the 'woman of the platform,' though with a great
gift of pleading h, with a powerful mind, and
a soul purged through fire.1

As a champion of the causes of prostitution and venereal
disease in Victorian England, Mrs. Butler was
faced with the challenge that many people believed women
should not interest themselves in political issues at all. In
addition, the very causes she chose compelled men like
Cavendish Bentwiek, a staunch defender of the Contagious
Diseases Act, to say that "Josephine Butler and her women
were tainted by their meddling in such a subject and were
morally worse than the prostitutes they sought to save."
However, to fully appreciate her dedication it is first
necessary to understand the nature and scope of the
problems of proslitutlon and the Contagions Diseases Act.

The Contagions Diseases Act (CDA) of 1864, 1866,
and 1869 were introduced as exceptional legislation to
control the spread of venereal disease among enlisted men.
Under these acts, plainelothes policemen could identify a
woman as a common prostitute and order her to be sub-
jected to an internal examination, ffshe was then found to
show the symptoms of gonorrhea or syphilis, she would be
interned in a lock hospital for up to nine months.

Josephine Butler was deeply opposed to the theory and
practice of enforcing any legislation which gave the police
special powers of arrest and imprisonment. She believed the
Acts "constituted a discrimination in law more grave than
anything enacted before, an enshrinement in the statute-
book of the iniquitous double-staadard."Buder was a major
influence on the repeal of the CDA and the problem of
prostitution, due not only to her disgust with moral hypoc-
risy, but also because her quest for justice could not tolerate
the revolting conditions, the contradicting evidence, and the
attack on the dignity of women that made the Contagions
Diseases Act such detestable legislation.

Josephine Butler's early life and experiences prepared
her for the long and difficult campaign that was ahead of
her. She was born in 1828 on her family's Northumberland

estate at Milfielck Her father, John Grey of Dilston, was a
descendant of a clan of border barons. Her mother was born
Hannah AnnelL part of a prosperous middle-class family of
Hugenot descent. From her mother, Josephine received
"deep religious conviction and the grace to maintain it with
compassion and understanding.TM Her father was deter-
mined that his daughters should be brought up as educated
and independent as their brothers. Josephine was the
seventh child and was often described as the most intelligent
and the most beautiful. She was constantly encouraged to
participate in conversations with her father's guests and
learned to hold intelligent discussions with adults at an early
age. She was never sheltered from social problems of the
lime, and her father expected her to appreciate and evaluate
them with compassion.

Josephine's marriage to George Butler came in 1851,
shortly after he had turned 30. At age 18 he had followed
the family tradition of going to Cambridge, but his laziness
eaused him to leave after only a year. Three years later he
returned, and in 1848 he was appointed to a Readership at
Durham University. He was unsure about entering into
reUgions life, but with support and encouragement from
Josephine, he accepted orders soon after their marriage.
George and Josephine had a unique relationship. They were:

profoundly suited to one another, to an extent
which almost defies belief. They were both in
some sense 'beautiful people,' enormously
talented, good-looking, and sharing a particular
Christian vision which informed all they thought
or did?

They had a strong and honest love which helped them
through much of the opposition they would experience in
working for their cause.

Mrs. Butler's early life did contain several experiences
that tested her befiefs, but she was able to overcome and
learn from them. They were, in fact, a series of events that
drew her to her life's work. The first, occurring when
she was seventeen, was described as one of several confron-
tations with the Deity. Josephine was tiding her horse
through the woods near her house when be shied and
refused to go further. She noticed the body of a dead man
who had hung himself and recognized him as the valet of a
neighboring gentleman. This event was disturbing to her not
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only because it represented her first personal encounter with
death but also because she knew that the man had been fired
from his job because he had supposedly fathered the child
of a servant gird It represented the social problems of
society and the desperation of the poor, and Josephine said
she "felt a great burden on my soul about the inequalities,
injustice, and cruelties in the world.''7 This experience
"brought together into one single experience of mental
agony her .sense of social guilt and her religious uncertain-
ties?'8 From this point on, she never doubted the presence of
God or the effects of prayer, and she believed she was
"God's chosen instrument waiting for His guidance.''9

Josephine was also affected by conversations or
meetings with three different people. The first was a
discussion of Mrs. Guskell's novelRuth. The plot concerns
a young factory worker who is seduced and then deserted
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thought to be. While performance styles were slowly
moving toward nataralism, the concepts of what was
"natural" were also changing. Actress Sarah Bernhardt, for
instance, said that a woman's nature was to be "channing,"
so "acting" was naturally a feminine art: "It contains in
itself all the artifices which belong to the province of
woman: the desire to please, facility to express emotions
and hide defects, and the faculty of assimilatinn which is the
real essence of woman."16

Yet for the actress there existed a paradox in this
femininity; the pictorallsm and statuesque style of the
theatre could make a spectacle of the female body, posing a
challenge to a woman's sexual identity. The actress and the
prostitute became nearly synonymous at times:

The actress held a marginalized position in the
hierarchy of sexual relations; she was independent
in terms of her professional activity, something
that most other women could never aspire to; she
could become rich, famous, and powerful, but at
the same time she could only achieve that success
by allowing herself to be bought by the publicJ7
Ellen Terry was "bought by her public" As John

Stokes stated in The Actress in Her Time, "At the very peak
of their careers the great actresses Sarah Bemhardt, Ellen
Terry, and Eleonora Dusel demonstrated that the real
strength of their individual style was its cosmopolitan
appeal." This "appeal" stemmed from the image of the
ideal woman, an image that these actresses, namely Ellen
Terry, Idled. Throughout Terry's life, not only in her
relationships with men, but also in her childhood, personal
qualities, and acting itself, the Victorian value of the ideal
woman manifested itself.

Born on February 27, 1847 at Coventry in
Shakespeare's county of Warwickshire, Ellen Terry was
one of nine children, nine of whom survived. Born to a
theatre family whose mother, Sarah Ballard, and father,
Benjamin Terry, both acted, Ellen seemed to have little say
in her future as an actress. In her Memoirs, she revealed:

I can't even tell yon when it was first decided that
I was to go on the stage, but I expect it was when I
was born, for in those days theatrical folk did not
imagine that their children could do anything but
follow their parents' profession.19
Throughout her childhood, reslx t for the stage and for

acting was reinforced. The ability to "go on with the next
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artist Graham Robertson and sat for at least five of her fast
husband's, painter G.F. Walls', paintings, winch (except for
the drawings "Ellen Terry as Ophelia" and "Madness of
Ophelia") all IXrttrayed Ellen as beautiful and chaste. After
being dismissed from a year-long (1864-5) marriage with
Watts, twice her age, in 1868, she lived with the architect
E.W. Godwin, who gave her two children, Edith and
Gordon Craig. Godwin also gave her a solid place in the
Aesthetic movement and directly related her to Pre-
Raphaelitism. Even before she had blazed a wail in theatre,
then, Ellen Terry was firmly established as an aesthetic cult
figure in the worlds of both art and litemtore. W. Graham
Robertson stated: "Her charm held everyone, but I think
preeminently those who loved pictures. She was par
excellence the Paint 's Actress and appealed to the eye
before the ear;, her gesture and pose were eloquence itself."27

Such pictorlalism ran through Ellen Terry's acting, too,
reflecting the visual nature of 19th century theatre. In the
parts Terry played, she very much embodied the Victorian
ideal. In 1881, Henry James described her as "something
wholesome and English and womanly," while review after
review spotlighted her "sweemess, femininity, grace,
delicacy, and tenderness." In many of her roles and
portraits, Ellen wore white, reflecting the innocence'and
purity in which she was often cast. In the way she was said
to have "floated" rather than walked, Ellen personified
grace. In the negative emotions she avoided, such as frenzy,
rage, and scorn, she characterized charm. However, her
strengths in playing innocence, romantic love, and pathos
equalled weaknesses in poriraying characters requiring
tragic force. Though she played many Shakespearean
characters, her portrayal of the cruel Lady Macbeth drew
critical reviews instead of the praise that followed her
lighthearted Beatrice, beautiful Portia, and pure Ophelia.

Her approaches to these individual characters were
those of an ideal woman, too. When she admired the
womanly qualities in a character (like Beatrice), she played
her more winningly. And in performing, she stressed the
values of beauty and imagination. When it was important to
her to play a part beautifully, Terry also used her imagina-
tion to adapt a part to her personality rather than temporarily
assuming the character's. When Ellen found a dramatic
character with some of her own qualities, like Portia,
Desdemona, Imogen, Bealrice, Hermione, Olivia, or
Margaret in Faust, she did her best work, not because she
was playing that character but because she was playing
herself?9



16 - The WiOenberg I-fistory Journal

Endnotes

t Quoted in Lynne Agress, The Feminine Irony: Women and
Women in Early ]9th Century English Literature (Rutherford: Fairleigh
Dieldusax UP, 1978), 21.

z Nina Auerbaeh, Ellen Terry: Player in Her Time (New York:
W.W. Norton, 1987), 3.

3 Ibid., 4.

4 Ellen Terry, Ellen Terry's Memoirs, ed. Edith Craig and
Christopher SL John, (New York: G.P. Pumam's Sons, 1932), 120.



The Eisenhower Doctrine
by Amy Whitacre

In 1957 Dwight D. Eisenhower went before Congress with
a proposal that would later be known as the Eisenhower
Doctrine. This proposal outlined the economic and military
assistance that the United States would provide at the
request of any Middle Eastern nation that felt threatened by
Communist domination. In the early 1950's the intensity of
foreign relations in the Middle East grew with increasing
Western meddling. The West feared that Communism
would sweep down into this volatile region and virtually
take the place of Western influence. The U.S., in particular,
became more and more interested in improving its relations
with the Arab nations in hopes of eliminating any chance
that Communism could emerge as the region's primary
influence. Unfortunately, as Western intmfercoce increased,
so did the regional instability. After a series of events, some
of which were incorrectly linked to a Communist plot, the
U.S. came forward with the intention of somehow justifying
an American presence in the Middle East.

The fnst event that helped to kindle the flames of
resentment of any outside interference was the West's
movement towards the creation of a Jewish nation. Its
eventual acknowledgment of an Israeli state infuriated many
Arabs. On May 14, 1948, Israel was formally recognized as
a nation by the United States. This outraged the people of
Palestine in particular, who were expected to graciously
leave their homes for the creation of a fabricated Jewish
homeland. Their strong Islamic ties and beliefs went against
any willing acceptance of Zionism. As a w.sult, threats were
made against Israel and it was eventually invaded. The
creation of an Israeli state not only started a religions
conflict in the region, but also started a connict among the
Arab nations themselves over what should be done with the
homeless Palestinian population. Surrounding nations were
reluctant to absorb the population for fear of "watering
down thmr own country with a different people. Even
today the Palestinian question goes naasnwered.

Another incident that added to the intensity of foreign
relations in the Middle East was a conflict over oil profits.
After learning that Venezuela had successfully taxed
Western oil companies, the Arab nations felt swindled by
the companies who helped them extract their vast supplies
of oil; they decided to impose the same kind of tax. In order
to prevent any further conflicts on the Israeli issue as well as

pacify the Arabs, the American government offered to
subsidize American oil companies that would pay the Arab
nations a fifty percent tax on the oil received from the
extraction process. Regrettably, this failed to enhance the
soiled relations between the Middle East and the West.

A third event was the Suez crisis in 1956, which
created another opportunity for U.S. involvement in the
Middle East prior to the Eisenhower Doctrine. Because
General Abdul Nasser was exchanging Egyptian cotton for
Soviet-made weapons, the United States withdrew its
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campaign for Arab Nationalism. Soviet-Egyptian relations
became more and more friendly. Soon Naaser found himself
supported by Khrushchev. This radical change in Soviet
policy that had previously frowned upon approval of this
type of activity frightened the United States. Consequently,
Eisenhower and Allen Dulles, the director of the C.!.A,
supported Brltain's proposed Baghdad Pact in hopes of
smothering both Nasser's growing Arab Nationalism
movement and Communism? The Baghdad Pact aligned
Great Britain, Irma, Iraq, Turkey, and Pakistan to form a
Northern tier alliance? Their common goal was to keep the
Soviet Union from moving into the Middle East. The U.S.
was not a formal member of the Baghdad Pact, but it did
contribute financially and militarily. Although Nasser was
considered a force to be reckoned with, the United States
also continued to keep a close eye on lran.

In 1951, Iranian Prime Minister Mohammed
Mossadegh declared nationalization in Iran and then
proceeded to take full control of all of Iran's natural
resources, which had previously been controlled by Great
Britain through the Anglo-Iranian oil company. Insulted by
Mossadegh's actions, Great Britain decided to boyeott
Iranian oil. Despite the fact that this boycott greatly
benefited the American oil companies based in Saudl
Arabia, the U.S. still attempted to pacify beth sidesY The
boycott created a tremendous economic crisis in Iran.
Mossadegh requested help from the American government,
and he also warned that he would be forced to seek help
from the Soviets if the United States failed to comply. In
response to Mossudegh's threat, Eisunhower authorized a
C.I.A. coup to rid Iran of both Mossadegh and his anti-
Western influence. The coup involved re-establishing the
power of the dethroned Shah followed by his appointment
of a new prime minister, General Fazollah Zahedi; it was
hoped that this would stop the threat of a potential Commu-

• • 11 " t.tmst-supported regime. The coup ended m a new arrange-
ment that brought American companies into the Iranian
consortium and expanded American influence in the
country."12

In order to maintain some semblance of control in the
Middle East, the United States vowed that Arab indepeno
dence was its primary interest, and that its actions would
reflect this goal. In fact, the administration went even
further by warning the Arab nations that Communism
presented a tremendous threat to the achievement of their
goal of independence. Regardless of the "warning," the
Arabs still maintained that their most powerful threat was
not Communism but rather the Jewish state of Israel.
However, Western influence and reactions to crises in the
Middle East did not seem to deter or lessen die threat of
potential Communist control.

It was just such a threat that was perceived as a
hindrance to both American national interests and Arab
national interests. Communist control of the region
not only threatened the free flow of oil, but the political
foundations of Communism were clearly not believed to

have Amezica's best interest at heart -- that it in fact would
counter and!or damage any furthering of U.S JAmb
relations. Oil played an important role in these relations in
the sense that it was not only a coveted resource but also an
effective bargaining chip for whoever had control of it.

Thus, it was necessary for Eisenbower to call on his
advisors, whom he depended on greatly, to help him make
die best out of the perceived threat in the Middle East. His
advisors held diverse political beliefs and Eisenhower
depended not only on their honesty but also on die differ-
ence of opinions they ]provided him. In particular, this
"staff" included his younger brother Milton, George
Humphrey, Sinclair Weeks (Secretary of Commerce),
Lewis Strauss (a Cold War conservative), Ezra Taft Benson
(Secretary of Agriculture), Staff Secretary Brigadier
General Pete Carroll, Secretary of State John Foster Dulles,
and his brother Allen Dulles (C.I.A. director).13 Eisenhower's
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this time?8 Eventually, the Lebanese army managed to gain
some control and "tensions eased.''19 Nevertheless, in a few

short months, the conflict resarfaee.dThis time it was more
violent

On July 13, 1958, a successful coup in Iraq ended with
the death of the king and his prime minister.:° The king's
regime supported the British-designed Baghdad pact.
However, the replacement government appeared to be at
least pro-Nasser, if not entirely supported by Nasser and his
Arab Nationalism cause. The assassination struck fear in the
heart of surrounding countries, such as Sandi Arabia,
Lebanon, and Jordan. A plotted coup against the lender of
Jordan was even uncovered. President Chamoun again
requested that the United States intervene and send military
assistance immediately to Lebanon. Sandi Arabia's King
Sand also appealed to the United States for some type of
response. Many believed that if Nasser was indeed respon-
sible in some way for the coup, he might move into
Lebanon and attempt to establish a pro-Nasser government
there as well.

Against the advice of his advisers, Eisenhower responded
by sending 14,000 American troops into Lebanon.2Rather
than wrap its intentions entirely in the Eisenhower Doctrine,
the United States government declared that its intention
served two goals,z One was to protect American lives in the
area of Lebanon. The second was to assist the government
of Lebanun in maintaining its territorial integrity and
political independence, as stated in the Doctrine. This
outlining of the American foreign policy reflected the
feeling that it was the threat of Communism and Arab
Nationalism that was being fought for the benefit of the
Arab nations.

Contrary to Eisenhower's beliefs at the time, the Arab
Nationalist and Communist movements were not remotely
concerned in any way. In fact, Nasser had even banned the
Egyptian Communist party,z3 The Arab nationalists merely
used the threat of turning to Communism to gain some sort
of leverage over the Western influence that they saw as a

threat to their goals. Thus, the Eisenhower Doctrine fought
two very different factions that the United States saw as a
unified threat to regional stability.

Several conclusions can be made about the Eisenhower
Doctrine in the Middle East. Although the United States had
been in the region for quite some time, diplomatic dealings
in this area were relatively new to the U.S. As a result,
one sees a great variety in the United States' treatment of
the region in the years prior to the doctrine itself. Commu-
nist influence was considered a very dangerous threat not
only to the United States national interests in the Middle
East but to the national interest of the Arab countries
themselves. Any crisis was somehow immediately associ-
ated with the Communists and their quest for influence over
and control of the region's vast oil supply.

Unfortunately, most American interventions at this
time in the Middle East were strongly related to deciding
who should have control of the oil resources. Needless to
say, Communist control of the oil in the Middle East was
not seen as a desirable situation for the U.S. and other
Western countries. Therefore, one sees these nations
aligrfing themselves with the more conservative Arab forces
with the intention of maintaining a dominant Western
influence,u In the end, the United State toward itself trying
to juggle many different Middle Eastern issues and still
keep regional stability.

Eisenhower...believed that the
United States possessed a moral obligation to
employ its power in order to contain international
communism, strengthen the aconomic, political,
and ethnic bonds within the flee world, and protect
American political and economic
institutions from the chaos of international
instability.

Thus, the Eisenhower Doctrine was the first major step in
the continning attempt to uphold this obligation as it
pertained to the Middle East.
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Nixon's Resignation and its Effects on World Politics
by Matthew Theis

In the weeks after August 9, 1974, historians, researchers,
and "instant expert" joumadists offered a plethora of
opinions regarding the significance of Riebard Nixon's
resignation as PresidenL As each relied upon his or her
unique frame of reference, the natural result was a tremen-
doas variance in interpretation. Ultimately, while Nixon's
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received two years of continuous media coverage prior to
Nixon's resignation. This fact could account for the
seemingly "exhausted" attitude of many citizens polled after
August 9, and why they refrained from demanding a further
investigation of his participation in Watergate. These
citizens were no longer shocked or interested in discovering
what Nixon knew, and when he knew it. Their testimony
reveals the simple desire to move on and focus on the
future2°

Democrats, liberals, and religious lenders, on the other
hand, were less than restrained in revealing their true
feelings. In the weeks following Nixon's departure from
office, they centered their attention on three areas of
concern: the legal aftermath, the success of the Constitu-
tional system, and the question of guilt, Addressing the legal
ramifications of Nixon's resignation, liberal magazines and
journals commented that although Nixon had resigned, the
impeachment process should not be allowed to continue so
that future officials would understand that resignation was
not an escape from serious misconduct. They then rhetori-
cally questioned whether Nixon should have been indited in
light of the fact that "the Constitution is explicit in stating
that impeachment does not preclude later prosecution."n
According to one Congressman, it hardly seemed just to
allow Nixon to be pardoned while his administration went
to prison)2

The New Republic, on the other hand, interpreted
Nixon's "forced" self-removal as obvious proof that the
Constitutional system worked. Praising the House Judiciary
Committee for their diligence and steadfastness, they
suggested that all was not lost, Expressing similar senti-
ment, moments after Chief Justice Warren Berger has sworn
in the new President, ha "grabbed the hand of I-Iugh Scott...
and said, 'Hugh, it worked. Thank God it worked.'" He was
referring to the system2Finally, the editors of The New
Republic noted that this episode would serve as a reminder
to the Presidents and politicians of future generations that
political deceit and deception would not be toleratedJ4

Religions lenders and magazines perceived Nixon's
resignation through yet another lens. Concentrating on the
farewell address, members of the religious community
denounced the President's speech for its lack of "guilt and
humiliation."s In an interesting comment, James Wall of
The Christian Centuryt6 went so far as to suggest that
through his resignation, Nixon was merely deceiving the
American public once again. Though this author did not
expound upon the exact nature of this deception, The New
Republic offered a possible explanation by commenting that
Nixon's resignation would nida other federal offenses
committed by the President between 1972 and 1974.
Paralleling fitis event with other examples of Nixonian
politics, Wall concluded by calling for a nigher political
morality so that future Watergates could not be hidden
under the disguise of judgements made "in the best interest
of the nation,m7

In analyzing the position of the religions community, it
is plansible why it would have been difficult, ff not impos-
sible, for these leaders to ask the nation for Nixon's
immediate forgiveness. As revealed in a Gallup/Newsweek
Poll conducted shortly after August 9, 65 percent of the
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that few of the assumed consequences had come to fruition,
the topic of NLxon's resignation eventually fell victim to
other matters of national interest. In mlrospect, tittle has
changed domestically or intomationally in political terms as
a direct consequence: the Republican Patty has not waned
in presidential power, politics are probably as amoral as
ever, and world order has not been altered. While this

concinsion persuasively suggests that this episode has been
politically negligible in its effects, U.S. acceptance of
Nixon's resignation as merely a "slight imperfection" of the
American political system suggests something important in
itself. Ultimately, this event has served as a powerful
reminde that the Constitutional form of government is truly
amazing in its ability to handle changes in office.
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